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3. THE OPTIONAL SET TEXT



Answer any one of the following three questions.

          (20 marks)





EITHER

(a) The Short Story

Memories we Lost and Other Stories 

‘Secrets and suspicion destroy relationships.’ Drawing illustrations from Dilman Dila’s Stones Bounce on Water, write a composition to support this statement.

Any affair based on mistrust and lies can never prosper/is bound to fail.  This is portrayed in the short story Stones Bounce on Water by Dilman Dila. 

There exists great mistrust in the marriage of Winnie and he husband Peter; a very uncomfortable marriage.  Winnie suspects that Peter and Chelsea have an affair and goes ahead to expose her suspicion and the husband vehemently retrains her p145, 152.  She argues that her death would give the two lovers free moments to live together, p160, 163.

Winnie suspects that the Paulson’s are out to kill her so that they run the charity organization they share.  When the firecracker goes off, Winnie believes it was deliberate and intended to harm her, p148. When she slumps onto Meg’s chair and unknowingly and slips the tea laced with Waragi, she becomes convinced that it was all planned against her until Joe corrects her, p 149.  

She apologizes but remains suspicious.  The police also believed the Paulsons sent their children away to spare them the trauma of witnessing murder, p147.  Winnie at the end is murdered.

The other cause of mistrust could be inheritance.  Tim Collins is the only relative outside marriage that would want to inherit Winnie’s wealth.  He visits the dreaded pond in company of Simon; gets to know its location and the fact that it was feared and abandoned.  This makes Winnie suspect him, p152.  Tim Collins is suspected to have hired a dart gun from a poacher in 

Kenya that could have been used to drug the watchman, Okello.  The fact that he was the best man in Chelsea/Peter wedding makes him suspect number 1.  After the wedding, they struggled over the wealth, making it easy for the court to decide, p163.

Chelsea is a partner of Winnie in a chair of shopping malls.  In case she died, Chealsea stood a chance of having all of them to herself.  Winnie mistrusts her and believes she is nurturing a love affair with Peter, p152.  After Winnie’s murder, Chelsea and Peter were reported to have married.  The Paulsons skipped the wedding.

Meg’s secret of having secret bottles is revealed in Winnie sipping tea from her cup.  This shakes their relationship since the truth is revealed.

In conclusion, it is therefore correct to argue that whenever we doubt people around us, we end up hurting them.  Suspicion is hence the source of all troubles in most relationships.

Or
(b) Drama

 

The play. Inheritance by David Mulwa
‘Nothing good comes easy.’ Using illustrations from David Mulwa’s Inheritance show how true this is.

b) THE PLAY – THE INHERITANCE BY DAVID MULWA

Introduction

Nothing good comes easy and many times one has to struggle to get whatever good thing they want. Sangoi and Bengo struggle to get liberation for the people. Sangoi has to endure an arrogant brother while Bengo is imprisoned.
Illustrations
The people in Kutula, an independent state, suffer not only under the colonial masters but also after independence because of the leadership of Lacuna. They want to change the situation as he has oppressed them for too long. They plan to rebel against him. Many of the people are detained and killed when they oppose Lacuna. He wants Judah to kill his brother who opposes him. When he refuses he is exiled. But it is the price he   has to pay for his brother to live. Later he is murdered in a machine accident for disobeying Lacuna's orders.
Sangoi accepts a ministerial post that she does not like for fear of being assassinated by Lacuna. Later the people appoint her as the leader and she leads them to arrest Lacuna and they liberate Kutula. When Lacuna works with 'the imperialists, they give him loans though he cannot pay up. They add more money but give him conditions that not only oppress him but also his people. When the loan is not paid, they drain his foreign accounts.   In turn, he detains them and they are only rescued when Sangoi takes over. 
Lulu refuses Lacuna's advances and is confined in the palace for a month. Her mother is angry with her for her disobedience as she had been told to return home after the dance. She is rescued during Sangoi and Benga's takeover of the palace. 

Tamina Zen Melo suffers as her husband is away in exile. She cannot keep her daughter Lulu in school yet it is the only promise of a better life, when her husband is killed, she suffers even more as Lacuna has taken everything from her; her valley, husband and daughter. She is later reunited with her daughter and Sangoi asks Bengo to follow them as they have suffered a lot. 

Conclusion 
The people are finally set free after they rebel and their leaders are detained. It is thus true that nothing good comes easy,

(c) The Novel

John Steinbeck, The Pearl.

With reference to John Steinbeck’s The Pearl, write an essay to show the rationality of the statement “Life is full of ironies”.
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