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1.
COMPREHENSION






(20 marks)

Read the following passage and then answer the questions that follow.
There is a curious conflict in our world today. The mass media and sophisticated jet travel have made it possible for millions in the world to learn about different countries, their attractions, problems and the people’s way of life. At the same time, many societies are trying to safeguard and develop their unique cultures in response to the onslaught of foreign values. Are these developments actually contradictory or can they exist side by side comfortably?

To some people accessibility to different cultures helps to foster greater understanding between peoples. However, other people feel that tourism, for example, is the source of a dangerously superficial view of society. These two camps differ as to what mental image is carried by the tourist. The latter will argue that tourists merely carry memories of game parks, wild animals, waiters, tour guides and curio sellers, but not anything of substance as regards values of the local people. Similarly, it is felt that mass media reports and features do not always portray a positive picture of developing countries which had embraced tourism as an industry.

As a reaction to this controversy, some countries have rightly adopted an attitude of skepticism when it comes to exposing people to foreign ideas and values. This skepticism is justified by what the developing countries have noticed to be a calculated scheme by foreign media to water down developing countries’ attempts to revive their culture and uplift their standards of living. In no known tradition of human society can one find absolute preservation for the sake of preservation, for we learn from the past in order to have a clearer picture of the present, and map out strategies for the future. 

Culture, like language, is dynamic. The change occurs when people from different communities come into contact with each other thereby exchanging various aspects of culture. The change that a particular people incorporates in their culture should be that which would make it easier for the particular people to live in harmony with themselves and the larger human community.

Within countries themselves, there may also be a struggle to retain ethnic identities, while at the same time aiming for national unity. There is a lot to be said for natural diversity of languages and dialects within a country; such variety is healthy. There has also to be acceptance of the fact that some individuals will marry outside their ethnic groups and bring about a compromise between language and custom. Unfortunately, such compromises are often fiercely resisted, with one group claiming that its ways are superior to that of another group. Such attitudes cannot be changed overnight.

However, through individual personal relationships, such barriers can gradually disappear; that is where the young people of today come in. their education and experience combined, will gradually produce a generation confident in its own ways and receptive to other people and ideas. Therefore, to solve the conflict mentioned earlier, there is need for the younger generation to develop a deeper understanding and appreciation of each other’s cultures. However, in all this, the indigenous culture must take the central position. Like a sturdy tree, we need to sink deep roots then branch outwards seeking new sources of growth, otherwise our cultures will wither and perish. 

Questions 

(a)    How can tourism provide a superficial view of a country?   
 (2 marks)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(b)   Why do developing countries object to their people being exposed to 
         foreign ideas and values?                                                        
(3 marks)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(c) In what situation might cultural conflict arise within a country according to the passage? Explain also the solution that the writer offers to this conflict.            
(4 marks)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(d) According to the passage, what is the relationship between education and culture?            







(2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(e) Does the writer believe in purity of the culture? Give reasons for your answer. 







(4 marks)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(f)     Explain the conflict mentioned by the writer at the beginning of the passage. 










(2 marks)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(g) Explain the meaning of the following words and phrases as used in the passage.                 






(3 marks)

i) onslaught ______________________________________________
ii) water down.____________________________________________
iii) dynamic _______________________________________________
2.
H.R. Ole Kulet, Blossoms of the Savannah

Read the excerpt below and answer the questions that follow. 
(25 marks)
It was then that the girls recognized their Hero. It was Olarinkoi. He did not talk or look at them. He stood trembling with anger, breathing heavily, with fist clenched and looking down at the men who lay in a heap, one of the men moved his limbs weakly and moaned hoarsely as thick, heavy streams of blood trickled from his nose and lips to the soil. Olarinkoi stepped forward, lifted his foot and kicked him viciously on the ribs. The man let a loud yell and fell silent.
“That will teach them a lesson,”  Olarinkoi said. He pompously straightened  the collar and cuffs of his shirt and dusted its sleeves with his hand. “Now, go home girls.” Taiyo and Resian looked up  at Olarinkoi gratefully. They could not find words to express their gratitude. It was only when he told them to go home that they collected  themsleves  and begun to walk. Although not injured, they were terribly shaken. They sobbed with rage and shame. The incident left a feeling of invasion and degradation. Their dresses were soiled and torn and one of Resians breast ached from the vicious squeeze by one of the vagabonds.
When they got home, their parents had not returned. The girls felt soiled and greasy. The stench on the men’s sweaty filthy clothes and bodies still lingered in their nostrils and the feel of their rough hands still burned on their delicate skins. They took a bath and washed the dirty clothes. 
They could never thank Olarinkoi adequately. They were lucky he had come at the nick of time. They could not imagine what would have happened to them had he not come to the very moment. One thing was certain; they would have been raped.
Later that night as they lay on their bed, each of them was contemplative. Resian thought how hazardous it was to live in a society where men thought they had a right to every woman’s body. The sooner she left Nasila, she thought angrily, the better it would be for her.

Taiyo also seethed with fury. She thought the two vagabonds that accosted them were part of the tyrannical Nasila culture that did not respect women. The incident strengthened her resolve that she was a combatant in a war zone. She hoped she would one day team up with the Emakererei to fight for women and girl child rights 
Questions
a)
Briefly explain the events leading to this extract.


(4 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b)
Explain two styles used in the above excerpt.



(4 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c)
Identify the main theme in the excerpt above.



(2 marks)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d).
“When they got home, their parents had not returned. Using your knowledge of the text, explain where their parents had gone and why?

(4 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

f)
“The girls were nearly raped by the two vagabonds”. Elsewhere in the text, explain how the two were punished and how one of them is related to Kaelos.










(5 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

i)
Provide the meaning of the above as used in the excerpt above
(2 marks)

i)
degradation 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ii)
seethed

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

g)
Explain the mood of the excerpt above.




(2 marks)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
e)
What happens immediately after the excerpt?



(2 marks)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
h)
“The sooner they left Nasila, Resian thought angrily, the better it would be for her”  where does Resian want to go and why?



(2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
POETRY








(20 marks)
Read the poem below and answer the questions that follow

Heavens cry, mothers bemoan;

Father and son trade hot metals;

Nations slug out, children at front;

Young minds dance the limbo.

Munition, wars, as toy games;

Battle field as play grounds;

Bullets blow the whistle;

Trenches shield blind shots.

Murder tutorials the course;

Predation, vandalism, an honor;

Grades in white stripes;

Nation wastes her rising suns.

Questions

a) What is the poem about?






(3 marks)


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b) Why, according to the first stanza are havens crying?

(2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c) State any two instances of irony in the poem?



(2 marks)


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d)    Discuss the effectiveness of any two figures of speech used in the poem?











(4 marks)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

e)  “Father and son trade hot metals.”  Identify the verb in this sentence and state 
   whether it has been used transitively or intransitively.

(1mark)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

f) Describe the mood in the poem.





(2 marks)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

g) It is justified to say that the nation mentioned in the poem has bleak future?











(2 marks)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
h) Explain the meaning of the following word expressions used in the poem











(4 marks)

i) 
munitions ___________________________________________________

ii) 
bullets blow the white _________________________________________
iii) 
Tutorials____________________________________________________
iv) 
Nation wastes her rising suns ____________________________________
4.
GRAMMAR (15 MARKS) 

a) Join the following pairs of sentences into single sentences  into single sentences  according to the instructions  shown in brackets at the end of each      









(3 marks)

i) The students were cautioned by their teacher.  They promised to change. 

(combine the sentence starting: On….)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ii) Mr. Mbadi had heard the whole story.  He decided to act without delay (Start:  Having…..)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii) He was the first-born in the home.  He was to address the meeting first.  (End with….;First-born)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b) Complete the following sentences using the correct form of the word in brackets 








(3 marks)

i) Walking through Makina Estate, we saw a …………………… sight (pity

ii) Punishment is given as a …………… measure to wrong doers (correct

iii) He is quite……………. In class.  That is why his performance is steadily going down (regular)

c) Replace the underlined word(s) in each of the sentences below with an appropriate phrasal verb        





(2marks)

i) The employer had to accept the workers’ demand to avoid a strike

ii) After the accident, Charles’s car was declared unroadworthy
d) Rewrite the following sentences according to the instructions given.  Do not change the meaning             



 

(2 marks)

iii) Sally went to salon (Change into a question starting with  “Might”)

iv) I am not frightened of anything (Begin:  Di do…)

v) Am investing in my children (correct the error)

e) Rewrite each sentence according to the instructions after  
(2marks)

i) If his teacher had not assisted him, Otieno would have filed.  (Rewrite to begin:  But…)

ii) I am sorry I did not see the film. (Rewrite to begin: I wish….)

f) Put the correct quantifier phrase for each of the nouns below

i) The meeting gave the visiting speaker several………………… of applause

ii) The boys ran home at the first…………………. Of the thunder

1

